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Setup of this workshop

Preface: citizenship education

The importance of reading

Citizenship and democratic competences

Bringing it together with children’s books

What does this mean for our own practice?



Citizenship
education

“Citizenship education teaches how to

critically participate in a democratic

society characterized by diversity and

community.”

(Stichting Lezen)



Challenges of 
learning

citizenship

How do you learn how to deal with

diversity, if you don’t normally see it around

you?

How do you learn ‘community’ in a super-

diverse context?

You need a place where you can come in 

contact with the ‘other’,  a kind of 

‘experimental space’.  That place needs to

be safe and within reach.  



The roles of 
books: 
mirrors and 
windows



Reading provides new vocabulary

Language makes it possible to make one’s own
beliefs and feelings explicit…  

…and to understand the beliefs and feelings 
of others.

Reading increases vocabulary.

Reading increases language skills.

Language is used to describe reality.



Reading provides social input

Reading allows one to see things from
another perspective.

Reading allows one to research 
diversity in a safe fashion.

Reading helps develop understanding, 
and thereby a pro-social attitude.



Reading provides cultural input

When one reads, new information 
becomes available, for instance:

…myths and folkstales from other
cultures…

…stories about the moon…

…the origin of the seasons…



But what does this have 
to do with democracy?



Democratic competences

▪ Values

▪ Attitudes

▪ Skills

▪ Knowledge and understanding



Values

Valuing human dignity and

human rights

Valuing cultural diversity

Valuing democracy, justice, 

fairness, equality, and the law



Attitudes

Openness to cultural otherness

Respect

Civic-mindedness

Responsibility

Self-efficacy

Tolerance of ambiguity



Skills

Autonomous learning skills

Analytical and critical thinking skills

Skills of listening and observing

Empathy

Flexibility and adaptablility

Linguistic, communicative and plurilingual

skills

Co-operation skills

Conflict-resolution skills



Knowledge and critical
understanding

Knowledge and critical

understanding of the self

Knowledge and critical

understanding of language

and communication

Knowledge and critical

understanding of the world



Connecting books to competences



MY NAME IS NOT REFUGEE

THE NAME JAR

Values

Valuing human dignity and human rights

Valuing cultural diversity

Valuing democracy, justice, fairness, equality, and the law



Attitude

EARTH NINJA

I AM ONE

Openness to cultural otherness

Respect, Civic-mindedness

Responsibility, Self-efficacy

Tolerance of ambiguity



Skills

THE TECHNOLOGY TAIL

#GOLDILOCKS

Analytical and critical thinking skills

Skills of listening and observing, Empathy

Linguistic, communicative and plurilingual skills

Co-operation skills, Conflict-resolution skills



Knowledge and
understanding

A SQUASH AND A SQUEEZE

SAY SOMETHING

Knowledge and critical understanding of the self

Knowledge and critical understanding of language and

communication

Knowledge and critical understanding of the world



In dialogue Which of the books did you read?

What is it about?

What is the connection between the story and citizenship?

What other books can you find for this competence?



Sources

▪ Koeven, E. van. (2019).  Kwestie van Lezen: Lezen en 

burgerschap.  Stichting Lezen: Amsterdam.  Verkrijgbaar 

via: lezen.nl/publicatie/kwestie-van-lezen-deel-16-

lezen-en-burgerschap/  

▪ Barrett, M., de Bivar Black, L., Byram, M. et al.  (2018).  

Reference Framework of Competences for Democratic

Culture.  Council of Europe: Council of Europe.  

Verkrijgbaar via: 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/reference-framework-of-

competences-for-democratic-culture/rfcdc-volumes

https://www.coe.int/en/web/reference-framework-of-competences-for-democratic-culture/rfcdc-volumes
https://www.coe.int/en/web/reference-framework-of-competences-for-democratic-culture/rfcdc-volumes


Thank you!
Contact: Amy Klipp (klipp.a@hsleiden.nl) or 

via LinkedIn

mailto:klipp.a@hsleiden.nl
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